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§ 588.3 Applicability. 

This part applies to manufacturers of 
child restraint systems, except factory- 
installed built-in restraints. 

§ 588.4 Definitions. 

(a) Statutory definitions. All terms de-
fined in section 102 of the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act 
(15 U.S.C. 1391) are used in their statu-
tory meaning. 

(b) Motor Vehicle Safety Standard defi-
nitions. Unless otherwise indicated, all 
terms used in this part that are defined 
in the Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, 
part 571 of this subchapter (hereinafter 
‘‘the Standards’’), are used as defined 
in the Standards. 

(c) Definitions used in this part. 
Child restraint system is used as de-

fined in S4 of 49 CFR 571.213, Child Re-
straint Systems. 

Factory-installed built-in child restraint 
system is used as defined in S4 of 49 
CFR 571.213. 

Owners include purchasers. 
Registration form means the form pro-

vided with a child restraint system in 
compliance with the requirements of 49 
CFR 571.213, and any communication 
from an owner of a child restraint to 
the manufacturer that provides the re-
straint’s model name or number and 
the owner’s name and mailing address. 

§ 588.5 Records. 

Each manufacturer, or manufactur-
er’s designee, shall record and main-
tain records of the owners of child re-
straint systems who have submitted a 
registration form. The record shall be 
in a form suitable for inspection such 
as computer information storage de-
vices or card files, and shall include the 
names, mailing addresses, and if col-
lected, se-mail addresses of the owners, 
and the model name or number and 
date of manufacture (month, year) of 
the owner’s child restraint systems. 

[70 FR 53579, Sept. 9, 2005] 

§ 588.6 Record retention. 

Each manufacturer, or manufactur-
er’s designee, shall maintain the infor-
mation specified in § 588.5 of this part 
for a registered restraint system for a 
period of not less than six years from 

the date of manufacture of that re-
straint system. 
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§ 591.1 Scope. 
This part establishes procedures gov-

erning the importation of motor vehi-
cles and motor vehicle equipment sub-
ject to the Federal motor vehicle safe-
ty, bumper, and theft prevention stand-
ards. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990] 

§ 591.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to ensure 

that motor vehicles and motor vehicle 
equipment permanently imported into 
the United States conform with theft 
prevention standards issued under part 
541 of this chapter and that they con-
form with, or are brought into con-
formity with, all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards issued 
under part 571 of this chapter and 
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bumper standards issued under part 581 
of this chapter. The purpose of this 
part is also to ensure that noncon-
forming vehicles and equipment items 
imported on a temporary basis are ulti-
mately either exported or abandoned to 
the United States. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990] 

§ 591.3 Applicability. 

This part applies to any person offer-
ing a motor vehicle or item of motor 
vehicle equipment for importation into 
the United States. 

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990] 

§ 591.4 Definitions. 

All terms used in this part that are 
defined in 49 U.S.C. 30102, 32101, 32301, 
32502, and 33101 are used as defined in 
those sections except that the term 
‘‘model year’’ is used as defined in part 
593 of this chapter. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of NHTSA. 

NHTSA means the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration of the 
Department of Transportation. 

Dutiable value means entered value, 
as determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Original manufacturer means the enti-
ty responsible for the original manu-
facture or assembly of a motor vehicle, 
and does not include any person (other 
than such entity) who converts the 
motor vehicle after its manufacture to 
conformance with the Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards. 

Reconstructed motor vehicle means a 
motor vehicle whose body is less than 
25 years old and which is mounted on a 
chassis or frame that is not its original 
chassis or frame and that is less than 
25 years old. 

Salvage motor vehicle means a motor 
vehicle, whether or not repaired, which 
has been: 

(1) Wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, 
to the extent that the total estimated 
or actual cost of parts and labor to re-
build or reconstruct the motor vehicle 
to its pre-accident condition and for 
legal operation on the streets, roads, or 
highways, exceeds 75 percent of its re-
tail value at the time it was wrecked, 
destroyed, or damaged; or 

(2) Wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, 
to which an insurance company ac-
quires ownership pursuant to a damage 
settlement (other than a damage set-
tlement in connection with a recovered 
theft vehicle unless such motor vehicle 
sustained sufficient damage to meet 
the 75 percent threshold specified in 
the first sentence); or 

(3) Voluntarily designated as such by 
its owner, without regard to the extent 
of the motor vehicle’s damage and re-
pairs. 

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 
1990; 59 FR 52097, Oct. 14, 1994; 60 FR 57954, 
Nov. 24, 1995; 69 FR 52092, Aug. 24, 2004] 

§ 591.5 Declarations required for im-
portation. 

No person shall import a motor vehi-
cle or item of motor vehicle equipment 
into the United States unless, at the 
time it is offered for importation, its 
importer files a declaration, in dupli-
cate, which declares one of the fol-
lowing: 

(a)(1) The vehicle was not manufac-
tured primarily for use on the public 
roads and thus is not a motor vehicle 
subject to the Federal motor vehicle 
safety, bumper, and theft prevention 
standards; or 

(2) The equipment item is not a sys-
tem, part, or component of a motor ve-
hicle and thus is not an item of motor 
vehicle equipment subject to the Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety, bumper, and 
theft prevention standards. 

(b) The vehicle or equipment item 
conforms with all applicable safety 
standards (or the vehicle does not con-
form solely because readily attachable 
equipment items which will be at-
tached to it before it is offered for sale 
to the first purchases for purposes 
other than resale are not attached), 
and bumper and theft prevention 
standards, and bears a certification 
label or tag to that effect permanently 
affixed by the original manufacturer to 
the vehicle, or by the manufacturer to 
the equipment item or its delivery con-
tainer, in accordance with, as applica-
ble, parts 541, 555, 567, 568, and 581, or 
571 (for certain equipment items) of 
this chapter. 

(c) The vehicle or equipment item 
does not comply with all applicable 
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